Introduced by Council Member Wilson & Co-sponsored by Council
Members Hazouri, Carter & R. Gaffney:
RESOLUTION 2016-190
A RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND THANKING THE HUNDREDS OF MEN AND WOMEN OF THE JACKSONVILLE SHERIFF’S OFFICE AND FIRE AND RESCUE DEPARTMENT, OTHER NORTHEAST FLORIDA LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS, MEMBERS OF THE MILITARY, THE STATE ATTORNEY’S OFFICE OF THE FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT AND THE CITIZEN VOLUNTEERS WHO DEVOTED COUNTLESS HOURS TO THE INVESTIGATION OF THE TRAGIC DISAPPEARANCE OF TODDLER LONZIE BARTON; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, in July of 2015 the Jacksonville community was rocked by the reported kidnapping of 21-month old Lonzie Barton and the subsequent murder investigation of the boyfriend of the child’s mother; and


WHEREAS, during the first hours, days and weeks after the toddler’s disappearance, hundreds of officers from the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office and other Northeast Florida law enforcement agencies, the JSO dive team, Jacksonville Fire and Rescue Department personnel, and members of the area’s military units spent tens of thousands of man-hours searching more than 40 square miles of land and 61 water bodies for Lonzie Barton, and scores of other citizen volunteers supported that effort by providing food, beverages and support services to the searchers; and


WHEREAS, the prosecution of this complex, confusing case posed a great challenge to State Attorney Angela Corey and the staff of the 4th Judicial Circuit’s State Attorney’s Office, which they handled with calm professionalism; and 

WHEREAS, all of the many hundreds of people who participated in the lengthy and psychologically stressful operation are deserving of the community’s gratitude and praise; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby commends and thanks the hundreds of law enforcement, fire and rescue and military personnel who participated in the exhaustive and challenging search for Lonzie Barton for their professionalism, diligence and compassion, and also thanks the scores of average citizens who also volunteered their services in numerous ways to support the search effort and State Attorney Angela Corey and her staff for their prosecution of the case, all in the name of bringing closure to a tragic situation in our community. The outstanding and selfless actions of all those involved, particularly the JSO dive team are hereby recognized and gratefully appreciated.


Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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